Protecting the crossover right internal thoracic artery bypass graft with a pedicled thymus flap.
The right internal thoracic artery graft is placed in jeopardy during repeat sternotomy as it crosses the aorta anteriorly to reach its left-sided coronary targets. We have devised a way of protecting it by means of a pedicled flap taken from the thymic remnants. The flap is easily developed without unduly increasing operative time and morbidity, and it is expected to prevent inadvertent injuries to the graft in the case of mediastinal reentry. Starting in 1999, suitable flaps were obtained in 955 of 1,034 patients (92.4%) receiving an anteaortic crossover right internal thoracic artery-to-coronary graft in our division.